Shelley Community Association
Minutes of meeting Mon 9th June 2025
22 residents attended incl Cllr Bill Armer and P Cllrs Maureen Sykes and Ray Bray

PC Anthony Burn from West Yorkshire Rural Police and Martin Kenworthy from Safer Kirklees addressed the meeting:

Martin was able to explain that Safer Kirklees works closely with the Police and other partners such as the fire service to provide a coordinated response.
Issues they deal with include water safety, road safety, hate crimes and anti-social behavior along with many other things, and by partners working together can achieve better results. 
The partnership approach works well, and Martin urged residents to report issues of crime and ASB on the West Yorkshire Police website or by calling 101 as this creates a record and helps identify any emerging hot-spots.
 Another of their aims is to be aware of any community tension and how they impact on communities. 
He explained that too often things are discussed on facebook but not reported through the official channels, so services are not always aware of the issues.

They explained that a successful way to report driving offences is by submitting video and photographic evidence through ‘Operation Snap’ and the Safer Roads Media Submissions portal, this can be found on the police website West Yorkshire Safer Roads - Op Snap | West Yorkshire Police., which has a high success rate. More information about reporting can be found on the Police website.

They also outlined Operation Trimburg which focusses on traffic offences. – an ongoing police operation in this ward funded by our Ward Councillors from their budgets. Ward Councillors can specify locations, and a recent operation resulted in16 vehicles being stopped for speeding on Red Hill and Huddersfield Road – which was a significant result. The traffic offences they identify are not wearing a seat belt, driving while under an influence, using a mobile phone while driving etc. and this too has been a highly successful operation.
We were told that SIDs record the speed of cars -they don’t just alert the driver – so a picture can be built of where speeding is a recurrent problem.
We were reassured that Kirkburton and Denby Dale wards have some of the lowest recorded crime of all Kirklees. There have been 4 burglaries in the last 3 months in Shelley, with suspects identified in all 4 cases. Unlocked house doors and insecure cars, garages and sheds have been part of the problem. 
A good initiative is ‘Community Alert’ where you can register and receive regular updates from the Police and partners about crime and other issues impacting on the community which seems to be a digital, highly responsive Neighbourhood Watch and worth signing up to.

We then asked about the three issues brought up at previous meetings:
Inconsiderate Parking – if wheelchairs buggies etc can’t pass car using pavement this is an obstruction and is an Offence. Parking on bends can also be an Offence. Report on West Yorkshire Police website.
Anti-social behaviour – Log this on police website – it will be taken up by the police and Safer Kirklees who can identify ‘hot spots’ for intervention
Traffic – increase in amount and weight – many people identified this as a growing problem in Shelley although acknowledging it is not illegal and on the whole the lorries are being driven with consideration. The concern is with sheer number of all sorts of traffic and whether the Huddersfield Road should have a Weight Limit imposed – Cllr Bill Armer is going to ask Kirklees and residents put forward their own examples of how they feel the road is suffering – with potholes, cracking in pavements, shaking houses and it was noted that gabbions were put up by Kirklees in 2011 to shore up this road.
Many areas in Shelley have this increased traffic and it is from a few sources.
Cllr Taylor spoke with Shepley Spring who are trying to mitigate the impact of their lorries for which we are grateful – we are hoping a couple of us can meet with their management team
The meeting then asked their own questions:
Ash trees down Red Hill are obscuring the bus stop compromising bus-users safety – Bill to ask Kirklees to deal with
Overhanging foliage – to be reported online to Kirklees Council 
Personalised number plates with wrong spacing – this is an Offence
Traffic calming – could end up being controversial

PC Anthony Burns and Martin Kenworthy were thanked for coming and telling us about the avenues open to us to deal with these problems and how to report them.

Chair’s Report: 
Len Hoare has stepped down as trustee of SCA – he was thanked for all his years of service right from being one of the Founders of the Community Association which turned the original village school into the community hub it is today.
Hanging baskets – it was agreed SCA will sponsor a double bracket.
Weeds along Far Bank – Bill explained that Kirklees will not tackle these – they are prioritizing arterial roads and footpaths. We will explore ways community can tackle this as the pavement will soon be impossible for pedestrians to use safely.

Treasurer’s Report:
Bookings for Village Hall very healthy. Usual incomings and outgoings incl KPC Insurance paid. A card reader has been purchased using Garden Festival proceeds as have soft fruit trees for the Bridle’s community orchard.

Village Hall report:
New hand dryer installed in Ladies, appreciated by the ladies!
Rainwater harvesting tank repaired.

Environment Report:
David reported on the visit by Shelley Cubs to the Bridle to plant the new soft fruit bushes and those kindly donated by Ian Woodhead.
The paths have been kept clear and David cleared the steps from the Hall to Far Bank.
The SEF gave permission for overhanging trees to be trimmed back over the bridle footpath and the branches have been used to line the paths.
Joel Auty and Nick Mitchell of Geckops were warmly thanked for repairing the wheel trimmer and for their support as we tackle environmental issues - it makes a big difference.

Kirkburton Parish Council: All committees now in place and Ray urged groups to think of projects to apply for grants in the autumn.

Social Report: Malcolm reported on one of the most successful French Sunday Lunches held and thanked all the helpers for ensuring the lunch ran smoothly. The lunch raised £1,102 for the Royal British Legion and in addition £457 raised from the sale of VE badges.
Next year’s French Sunday Lunch will be on Sun 17th May at £31 pp on a first come first served basis.

Garden Festival – all set for Sun 6th July

Gala – CA stall to be developed.

AOB: It was reported that a hare has been spotted in Shelley – apparently it has been many years since there has been a sighting so good news to finish the meeting.

Date of next meeting: Mon 14th July at 7.30 in Shelley Village Hall – all welcome.

 

